St Paul wrote the Letters to the various Jewish Communities: For Paul the only crucial issue is Salvation.

1. Man is Sinful by nature

2. Jesus Death and resurrection makes this possible

3. Man needs Gods Grace.  (God is gratuitous)

4. Faith in Jesus is needed for salvation.

This opened up a lot of interpretation and theorizing on these questions.

Soul Body Dichotomy

Man is a combination of 2 conflicting parts which have opposing desires and goals/

Soul is higher and desires a union with God

Body is Lower- Desires things of the mortal realm

Problems- 

1. Does salvation come from faith or Works?

2. God and Sin

3. Is Jesus God or Man.

This leads to a fracturing of ideas in the early church known as “The heresies”

Gnostic –It is Knowledge not Faith which is the means to salvation. (to “Know” in this case via “mystical” means.) A smorgasbord of conflicting Ideas and the first to get thrown out.

1. There is one God

2. There are lesser Powers (Angels Etc.) Created by God

3. 7 Angels created the World

4. Man was created by one of these angels

5. Angels are in rebellion against God and Holds Man Ransom

6. To Save man Christ died for us.

Arian Heresy (Made by Arius)

1. There is only One God

2. Jesus is a creation of god

3. Jesus is an Expression of God

4. Jesus does not share Gods Nature

5. Jesus is neither Eternal or perfect

Problem of Jesus

1. Jesus is Man?

2. Jesus is God?

3. Jesus is a lesser Divinity

So with all the questions thither came the Council at Nicea in 325.

Church Council @ Nicea (Nicene) to answer the Questions.

1. Christ is God

2. God (the father) and Jesus are distinct persons.

3. There is only one God.

This is a mystery we must accept on Faith. Reason alone is not enough.

As far as reason is concerned there are 2 views

A moderate view:

Reason is acceptable only when it helps to better understand what is known by faith.

Extreme view: (Tertullion)

Reason should be set aside

Pelagian heresy- Man can save himself

1. There is no original Sin

2. Man has free will and is responsible for choosing Sin

3. Man can be saved by faith Without Divin Intervention (Grace)

Church Response:

1. There is original Sin

2. Man has free will and is responsible his Sins

3. Mans Salvation requires Gods Grace

So once again It’s a mystery!  (Seethe Faith Clause see first set of questions)

Manichean Heresy:  (Solution)

1. God isn’t all powerful- Gods power is limited, There is an opposing lEvil Ppower (Satan)

2. Satan created the Earth Captured our Souls and  imprisoned them in our bodies

3. The Body is evil by nature.- Salvation Required Severe Asceticism.

St. Augustine was the first Christian Philosopher.

A comparison of Classical Vs Medieval thought.  

	Greek Thought

1. Man Centered

2. The sciences, Physical and Social were of Great importance.

3. In Ethics – The Good life was to lived in this world.

4. Man as Perfectible

5. We live in a world that makes sense and we must understand it. It operates lawfully.

6. Admired Reason


	Christian Culture

1. God Centered

2. The Sciences were of little importance

3. Salvation ion the Next World.

4. Man is Sinful by Nature

5. The World is Corrupt and irrational and has supernatural intervention.

6. Admired Faith.




St. Augustine 354-430 AD
Acute Sense of Sin Especially SEX (He was quite the playboy in N. Africa)

Aware of the sin of intellectual pride, In his past he espoused both Manichiean and neoplatonist.

views but later renounced them.

His Concepts about God can be summed up like this.

1. God is perfect

2. God is unchanging

3.God is Creative (God created the universe out of Nothing)

4. God is Eternal

5. God is all Good

Augustine borrows from Plotinus,The Real =The Good 

The Problem of Evil

1. Evil is not Real Evil=The Absence of God

2. Some apparent Evil is really Good (We just don't understand the "The Big picture")

Divine Foreknowledge and Free Will

Time as we know it is irrelevant God is Non-Temporal, For God All Things happen at once, Past Present and Future are all part of Gods eternal Now.

God Chooses to work through Human Wills

How to reconcile free will,

Man is helpless, because the will is diseased and that was inherited form Adam. (see page 107).

What Causes Sin----> The Evil Will

Evil Will is a deficiency -an Absence (See Plotinus and Plato)

Since Evil is an absence, Nothing Causes Evil

There is no escape form this Hell on Earth

Our Bodies themselves are not Evil, merely a temptation.

Our Will is what causes us to Sin. 

To do something for the Pleasure of it is Sinful

Augustine's Ethics
The Good life is a gift from God,  Life on this earth is all about not digging yourself a deeper to Hell.

Salvation (and problems arising form it)

A Gift From God, No one can earn it 

1. Salvation is up to Man


 Problem: God is not All Powerful.

2. Salvation is up to God. (Augustine's Choice)


Problem: Why bother to try to live a good Christian life if it will not get you to God.

3. Salvation is partly up man and Partly up to God


Problem- Then God is not all powerful. (I have a problem with this. By giving man a choice to be good or not God Sets up Rules for Salvation. No matter if a man Chooses Right or Wrong since he didn't setup the game man is still not in control God still decides on whether not to save you, the best Man can hope for is to better the odds.)

The Donatist Heresy
If the Sacramennts are given by an unworthy priest they are ineffective.

Augustines reply: The sacraments are effective because they derive their power from the Church. Not form the individual.

The Sacraments are needed for Salvation but do not guarantee it. 

