Philosophy Notes Day 3
St Paul wrote the Letters to the various Jewish Communities: For Paul the only crucial issue is Salvation.

1. Man is Sinful by nature

2. Jesus Death and resurrection makes this possible

3. Man needs Gods Grace.  (God is gratuitous)

4. Faith in Jesus is needed for salvation.

This opened up a lot of interpretation and theorizing on these questions.

Soul Body Dichotomy

Man is a combination of 2 conflicting parts which have opposing desires and goals/

Soul is higher and desires a union with God

Body is Lower- Desires things of the mortal realm

Problems- 

1. Does salvation come from faith or Works?

2. God and Sin

3. Is Jesus God or Man.

This leads to a fracturing of ideas in the early church known as “The heresies”

Gnostic –It is Knowledge not Faith which is the means to salvation. (to “Know” in this case via “mystical” means.) A smorgasbord of conflicting Ideas and the first to get thrown out.

1. There is one God

2. There are lesser Powers (Angels Etc.) Created by God

3. 7 Angels created the World

4. Man was created by one of these angels

5. Angels are in rebellion against God and Holds Man Ransom

6. To Save man Christ died for us.

Arian Heresy (Made by Arius)

1. There is only One God

2. Jesus is a creation of god

3. Jesus is an Expression of God

4. Jesus does not share Gods Nature

5. Jesus is neither Eternal or perfect

Problem of Jesus

1. Jesus is Man?

2. Jesus is God?

3. Jesus is a lesser Divinity

So with all the questions thither came the Council at Nicea in 325.

Church Council @ Nicea (Nicene) to answer the Questions.

1. Christ is God

2. God (the father) and Jesus are distinct persons.

3. There is only one God.

This is a mystery we must accept on Faith. Reason alone is not enough.

As far as reason is concerned there are 2 views

A moderate view:

Reason is acceptable only when it helps to better understand what is known by faith.

Extreme view: (Tertullion)

Reason should be set aside

Pelagian heresy- Man can save himself

1. There is no original Sin

2. Man has free will and is responsible for choosing Sin

3. Man can be saved by faith Without Divin Intervention (Grace)

Church Response:
1. There is original Sin

2. Man has free will and is responsible his Sins

3. Mans Salvation requires Gods Grace
So once again It’s a mystery!  (Seethe Faith Clause see first set of questions)

Manichean Heresy:  (Solution)

1. God isn’t all powerful- Gods power is limited, There is an opposing lEvil Ppower (Satan)

2. Satan created the Earth Captured our Souls and  imprisoned them in our bodies

3. The Body is evil by nature.- Salvation Required Severe Asceticism.

St. Augustine was the first Christian Philosopher.

A comparison of Classical Vs Medieval thought.  
	Greek Thought

1. Man Centered

2. The sciences, Physical and Social were of Great importance.

3. In Ethics – The Good life was to lived in this world.

4. Man as Perfectible

5. We live in a world that makes sense and we must understand it. It operates lawfully.

6. Admired Reason


	Christian Culture

1. God Centered

2. The Sciences were of little importance

3. Salvation ion the Next World.

4. Man is Sinful by Nature

5. The World is Corrupt and irrational and has supernatural intervention.

6. Admired Faith.




