Augustine and the Physical Sciences 
He was at best “Disinterested” in the physical sciences.

He believed that there were no scientific answers, only religious answers.

For Example:  If asked why there were 7 planets, Augustine might have replied. “To remind us of the Seven deadly Sins, and the Seven Cardinal Virtues of course.”

This can be summed up by this:

If God wants us to know something he will make it plain.

If it is not plain or immediately obvious then we obviously were not meant to know.

View of History

Augustine viewed history as the unfolding of Gods Plan. Not Natural occurrences with natural explanations.
Basic Problems

1. Gods's complete power and mans free will
                                      and Mans Responsibility
                                      and the existence of evil

2. God’s Gratuitous Grace & Justice
                                       & Need for the sacraments

3. Faith vs Rational Explanation

The Medieval Interval

Roughly between the time of St. Augustine and St Thomas Aquinas

During this timetheChurch began a period of more active involvement in Worldy affairs.

Kings and  Emperor’s were in charge of Worldly affairs

The Church was responsible for Spiritual Affairs.
However since the Kings were generally devout, The church could wield control 

Them by threatening them with Excommunication, Even if the King Wasn’t very religious it still looked bad and he would have a harder time pushing his agenda. In the end they ended up in the lap of the Church.

St Francis 482-1226

Representative of the ideal Christian.
Denies Himself of Worldly Pleasures (see-Page 152)

Wanted to get the church to return to the

old ideal of poverty and otherworldliness.
Feudalism

Was the type of society structure that governed peoples lives.  It was basically a system where men pledged them themselves to another. The setup was generally Hierarchical with the King on Top and Dukes and Princes and Barons and Counts , Knights were generally sworn to work for any of these classes. And the serfs (Peasants) were at the bttom.   Ultimate power was determined by the amount of Land that was held and how many men you could get to sweat allegieance to you,
1. Chivalry.  The Concept of Chivalry was The medieval system, principles, and customs of knighthood.The qualities idealized by knighthood, such as bravery, courtesy, honor, and gallantry toward women. 
2. Architecture  Got more advanced,  New Techniques were developed to build large airy structures with huge stained glass sections. The Style was later dubbed Gothic . 
3. Painting and poetry also became more worldly. Early Medieval Art Styles (eg Romanesqe) were fairly simple with limited color palettes 2d (limited perspective) and simplistic figure rendering. Subjects were mostly Bible Scenes,  Later Medieval Painting  became more sophisticated in style as more realistic renderings were made and subjects became more varied. The Subject Matter also became more worldly as non biblical matter (Portraits etc) was portrayed. Similarly Poetry and Other Written Works not related to Religious works were developed. 
The Rise of Science and Reason

As more and more contact with other cultures occurred more information concerning ancient science and learning were “Rediscovered”.  As advanced Texts of Ancient greek learning became more available via Spain and other contact with the Middle East (via the Crusades) The Muslims had more of the Ancient Greek learning preserved and translated than the Europeans however much was still lost.  This led to the rediscovery of Aristotle and Empiricism.

St Thomas Aquinas 

came at the end of the Medieval period tried to fuse Aristotle’s concepts with Christian Faith. h
