Medieval philosophy Day 7
St Thomas arguments: See Handout

Criticism of the First Way: (there must be an unmoved mover and he is God)

Why must the unmoved mover be God?
Criticism of the Second Way: (First Cause- God is the primary cause of all causes)

Why must the first Cause be God?) 

Why couldn’t you have an infinite series of causes (no such thin as infinity Prog Siggy’s view)

The Third Way: Contingency

	Things whose existence is contingent 
(dependent) things that come into and go out of existence 
	Things whose existence is Necessary

Things that must Exist

Things that cannot not exist


Criticism of the Third Way:
Why does the something whose existence is necessary have to be God?  For example: the sum total of Mass and Energy is Constant (always the same) 

The Fourth Way- Argument from Gradations and 

The  Fifth Way – Arguments from Ends  (See Handout)

Are no longer considered Viable Arguments from Modern View Point.

God’s Nature

According to Aquinas God is Completely Spiritual Not Bodily
Aristotle (who influenced Aquinas)

Matter = Potential |

                              -------God is complete actuality (Aquinas)

Form = Actuality  |

1. God is not Bodily- Purely Spiritual

2. God is his own Essence
(God does not share his essential Characteristics)

3. God is Perfect

4. God is Good
The Good=The Real (to borrow from Plotinus)

5. God is intelligent
(True Knowing is spiritual God has perfect knowledge)

Dual Causality 
Each thing is caused or moved by its natural End (See the Fifth Way)

Ultimate end is God

Angels  (see page 240)

Angels are Purely Spiritual.

Aquinas had a problem with Angels because of his view that they too were purely Spiritual Beings. However is that is so then what distinguishes Angel From God who is also a purely spiritual being?   Aquinas gets around this (and not too well) by claiming the concept of Degrees of Intellectual Actuality.  (Not as “Smart” as God)
Man
Between Angels and the lower animals. 
Like angels – has intellect (can know)

Like Animals – Has desires of the Flesh

Vegetation
Has Nutrition, growth, reproduction

Lower Animals
Has all the above and perception and locomotion

Man
Has all the above and Rational faculty (can think and analyze as opposed to instinctive reaction)

Reason is Active-
Man can act with regard to the Future

Immortality of the Soul
Matter - is the individualizing element  what makes me different from you is our Matter.

Form – Is the Universal Element. (even though you and I have different Matter we a both considered Man.

The problem with this is that if the matter dies or is removed that leaves only our Form.  How can my individual Soul be saved if what makes me an individual disappears with my Matter??  (Aquinas never really answered this)

Free Will according to Aquinas 

Aquinas holds that free will is absolutely free

Free will is a First Cause, and unmoved Mover (but THE first cause or unmoved mover)

