KNOCKDOWN CHAIR CUTTING PLAN AND SHOPPING LIST

Courtesy of Eledyce Evanforde mka Jodi Benson
Demonstrations on the assembly of these chairs will be held by the Shire of Southkeep in Miami, Florida.  Please feel free to join us at any of our “Shire At Home” workshops.  Keep checking the web page for times, dates, and directions.

LUMBER

1 sheet 4’ x 8’ x ¾” marine grade plywood  See the cutting plan.  Please do not get the fancy birch or oak, etc. plywood, you will regret it.  It doesn’t stand up to weather and is difficult to work.  If cost is an issue and you don’t mind the extra time for finishing you can get exterior grade plywood.

2” x 2” cut into the following lengths.  
4 = 2” X 2” X 16”

2” x 4” cut into the following lengths.  
2 = 2” X 4” X 16”

4 = 2” X 4” X 24”

2 = 2” X 4” X 12”

Save the scraps you may need them later for another project.

HARDWARE

2 = Chest Hinges or decorative hinges for the seat (do not get little bitty ones, they should be at least 2” wide and with enough flange to give you a good solid connection with the seat and the back, actually the bigger the better, I have used decorative gate hinges (good if the chair sits outside at events), had really good luck with them and they can look period depending on what style you get)

8 = bolts 3/8” x 3”  Hex head WITH THREAD ON THE WHOLE BOLT (these hold the four sides together) with 16 washers and 8 nuts.  The nuts can be wing nuts if you can get them.
2 = bolts 5/8” x 4” Hex head WITH SMOOTH SHAFT AND THREAD ON THE END with 6 washers and 4 nuts (the nuts are for jamming so they don’t come off when you roll it)

4 = bolts ¼” x 3”  Smooth round head WITH THREAD ON THE WHOLE BOLT (these hold the arms on) with 4 washers and 4 nuts
Exterior deck screws 2 1/2” long, 2” ong and 1 1/2” inch long
Wood putty or filler (when you drive the screws you will be driving them slightly below the level of the wood and will need this to fill in on the top of the screws to hide them)

TOOLS

Variable speed drill  I use two: one to drill and one to screw.
5/8 inch spade bit

3/8 inch spade bit

1/4 inch drill bit

Phillips screwdriver bit (I prefer a number 2)
Regular wood drill bit for pilot holes .  (don’t get the really little ones, they break too easily, instead take a screw and hold it up to the drill bit.  Choose the size that makes a hole just a little bit smaller than the size of the SHAFT of the screw but not big enough so that the thread of the screw doesn’t bite into the wood and it doesn’t have to be very long.  You are only going to be drilling a pilot hole about 1 inch deep.)  This does not need to be a countersink drill bit unless you have (by mistake I’m sure) the fancy furniture grade plywood.

saber saw with several sharp finish blades (to cut the circles or you can use a band saw if you have one)

circular saw   You can take the cutting plan to your local lumber supplier (i.e., Home Depot, Lowe’s) and they will cut the lumber to these dimensions then you won’t need the circular saw.

NOTE:

INFORMATION FOR THE ARMORING CHAIR MAKING WORKSHOPS WILL BE POSTED ON THE WEB PAGE OF THE SHIRE OF SOUTHKEEP

Dates are coming up soon so keep checking!
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Save this scrap for cutting  8” wheels








